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United Way of the Midlands Awards $499,000 to Family Housing Advisory Services Grant to Fund 
Programs and Services.   
 
Omaha, Nebraska. Family Housing Advisory Services (FHAS) is pleased to announce it was recently 
awarded a $499,999 grant from the United Way of the Midlands. Thanks to the generosity of the United 
Way donors, 750 households will have their housing issues resolved, 50 people will begin saving on a 
regular basis, 100 households will avoid homelessness, 110 families will purchase housing, 10 will avoid 
foreclosure, and 200 residents will be lifted above the federal poverty line through tax credits.  
 
FHAS offers a unique combination of life-changing programs.  The Earned Income Tax Coalition provides 
free income tax preparation, saving low-to-moderate income persons an average of $256 in tax 
preparation fees and allowing them to access tax credits and other refunds that will lift many above the 
poverty line in the largest poverty-reduction program in the United States.  The Fair Housing Center of 
Nebraska & Iowa helps residents resolve housing issues, Veterans access housing services, and the 
disabled receive reasonable accommodations to remain in their homes.  The Financial Fitness & Asset 
Management Program helps families become financially fit, develop and maintain a budget, review and 
repair their credit, save on a regular basis, and acquire sustainable assets to increase their 
independence.  The Homeowner Education Program helps develop successful first-generation 
homeowners through thorough education and homeownership preparation, changing mindsets and 
legacies from poverty to prosperity.  The Tenant Services Program prevents homelessness, stabilizes 
families, and incentivizes families to begin the healthy habit of saving for the first time. 
 
With the assistance of this grant, FHAS is able to provide housing counseling and support to help families 
stabilize and become financially-wise consumers.  In 2013, 256 families prevented homelessness and/or 
obtained housing; 796 participated in budgeting, credit repair and saving; 90 became homeowners; 14 
avoided foreclosure; 59 persons with a disability received a reasonable accommodation to enjoy the full 
use of their home; and 4,589 free tax returns were prepared accessing over $7.2 million in Federal 
refunds, $1.2 million in State refunds, and $2.6 million in earned income credits.  Of the tax returns filed 
for 2013, 31% of families were lifted above poverty through earned income credits and refunds. 
 
George had missed filing his taxes for the tax year. He was having some difficulties paying his property 

taxes and worried about his ability to pay the additional taxes on his self-employment. He needed to 

have a form filled out to claim his child who lives with his ex-wife. This would have greatly reduced the 

tax burden he was facing.  The Earned Income Tax Credit Program provided George with referrals for 
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community assistance to meet his back property taxes, as well as a referral to receive foreclosure 

prevention services. Having received a continuum of assistance from several FHAS programs, George 

proclaimed, “I now have somewhere to go to get help with my financial burdens and it’s a great relief!” 

With the help of this grant, FHAS will help over 7,000 households improve their housing and financial 
health.  “United Way’s support of these programs helps families make life-long changes that will 
positively impact their family’ health as well as our community … one household at a time,” said Teresa 
Hunter, Executive Director and CEO of Family Housing Advisory Services. 
 
About United Way of the Midlands: 
United Way of the Midlands helps the most vulnerable in our community, and works on human service 
solutions that will benefit our metro area for generations to come. We connect people and 
organizations with a secure way to donate their financial support and their time, and connect them to a 
strong network of health and human service programs that help our neighbors build a better life for 
themselves. Thanks to all who come together at the United Way’s TABLE, WE ARE community strong. 
www.UnitedWayMidlands.org. 
  
 
About Family Housing Advisory Services:  
Since 1968, Family Housing Advisory Services, Inc. (FHAS) has been dedicated to improving quality of life 
by helping people achieve housing stability and financial security.  Over its 45 years, FHAS has developed 
solutions in response to a broad range of housing issues that have surfaced in and/or plagued our 
community. Through a unique combination of comprehensive services, FHAS prevents homelessness, 
educates home owners, provides foreclosure prevention options, develops financially-wise consumers 
(including youth transitioning out of foster care), offers affordable mortgage lending options, eliminates 
housing discrimination, and reduces poverty through access to tax credits. For more information please 
visit: www.fhasinc.org. 
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